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Ms visit was to lay the foundations for a concordat between Austria
and the Holy See, and he found no lack of sympathy for his difficulties
at the Vatican, where the possibility that Austrian Catholics might
fall under Nazi political domination was regarded with serious con-
cern. Dr. Dollfuss's conversations with Signer Mussolini opened the
way for the negotiations which resulted in the signature of the Italo-
Austro-Hungarian Pact of the 17th March, 1934. These negotiations
are dealt with elsewhere,1 and here it is only necessary to note that
the Austro-Italian conversations in April 1933 marked a definite
stage in an Italian attempt to deal with the problem of Austria's
political and economic future on constructive lines. In the meantime,
Signor Mussolini's attitude on the question of Austro-German rela-
tions was made sufficiently clear by his public actions and utterances:
for instance, by the pointed references to the prosperity and future
of the Austrian Republic which he made in proposing a toast at
a banquet offered to Dr. Dollfuss. The significance of such gestures
was increased by the fact that Dr. Dollfuss's visit to Rome coincided
with a visit from Herr von Papen2 and Captain Gftring, who were
thus left in no doubt that the idea of a union between Austria and
Germany was no more acceptable to the head of the Italian Govern-
ment under the name of Gleichschaltung than it had been under the
name of Anschluss. Further proofs of Italian readiness to help
Austria were given during a second visit which Dr. Dollfuss paid to
Rome at the beginning of June 1933 for the signature of the concordat
with the Vatican, when he received a promise that the Italian
Government would arrange without further delay for the issue of the
Italian tranche of the international loan which had been granted to
Austria in principle in July 1932.3

The attitude of the French Government was at first somewhat
more hesitant, and there were indications of a desire to test Dr. Doll-
fuss's will and ability to maintain Austria's independence before
committing France to the support of the Austrian Government. As
late as the beginning of May 1933 Monsieur Paul-Boncour, who was
Foreign Minister at the time, remarked in the Chamber that it would be
well to postpone the decision regarding the issue of the French tranche
of the international loan until it was certain that the Austrian Govern-
ment's internal position was strong enough to guarantee the mainten-
ance of independence. French hesitation was no doubt attributable

1  In section C (ii) of this part of the present volume.

2  Dr. Dollfuss was reported to have had an interview with Herr von Papen,
and to have expressed the hope that all foreign political pressure upon Austria
would cease.                                                             8 See p. 421, above.